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The Men’s 50 Plus Tennis League of Lee County continues to expand.  This season we will have 83 teams which is an 8 percent increase over last year.  To the best of my knowledge, we are the largest men’s tennis league in SW Florida and certainly the largest in Lee County.  We have an average of 660 of Lee County’s senior citizens playing competitive doubles tennis each week during our regular season.  These players come from 29 tennis clubs who make up a total League population in excess of 1300 players.
We are a non-rated league.  We do, however, strive to place teams of similar tennis quality into groups.   To achieve competitive matches, we divide the League into 3 divisions: Red, White, and Blue. The Red division is stronger than the White Division and White is stronger than Blue.  Each division is then divided into 4 flights of 6 or 8 teams and designated A, B, C, or D.  We try to be as objective as possible in the flight placement of teams.  We review the results of the previous season and hold discussions with many team captains concerning major player movements and tennis club reorganizations.
The League is managed by an Executive Committee (EC) of 5 players from different tennis clubs.  They need not be team captains.   The Commissioner is Hank Morgan from Pelican Landing; the Scheduling Director is Bob Dalton from Landings; the Red Division Manager is Tom Jarvis from Legends; the White Division Manger is Jim Hebert from Lexington; and the Blue Division Manager is Bob Oswald from Shadow Wood.  The telephone numbers and email addresses of the EC may be found on this website under Contacts.  During the season, individual captains perform their administrative duties directly with their respective division manager
During this past summer, the Rules and Regulations were reviewed in detail.  This was a tedious task performed by Tom Jarvis from Legends representing the Red Division, Todd Mitchell from Shadow Wood representing the White division, and Ron Clearfield from Pelican Landing representing the Blue Division.  The only major change concerned selecting a flight winner when an end of season tie occurs.  Simply stated, if a tie exists between one or more teams in a flight at the end of the season, the “head to head” competitions are counted.  If a tie still exists the tied teams are all declared winners and presented with an appropriate plaque at the end of season Captains Luncheon.
I wish to thank the members of the EC for their untiring support of our League.
May you all enjoy good health and a competitive tennis season.
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